






"The pattern that we found, is that the water quality in the Upper Mississippi, from the headwaters down 
to about the St. Cloud area, is really very, very good," said Dana Vanderbosch, manager of lake and 
stream monitoring with the MPCA. "But then, south of St Cloud, and into Minneapolis, the water quality 
really starts to degrade, and the river life isn't as healthy.ñ

That northern stretch of the river flows largely through forests and wetlands that help filter out 
pollutants, but the lower stretch starts to receive a lot more polluted runoff from farms and urban 
development.

In fact, the Crow River, which flows through 
heavily farmed areas before it enters the 
Mississippi near the town of Dayton, doubles 
the nutrient pollution in the river, causing 
algae blooms and other problems .

That's despite the fact that the Crow River 
covers only about 15 percent of the total land 
draining into the upper Mississippi.

https://www.mprnews.org/story/2017/01/25/upper -mississippi-river -quality -report
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Governor Dayton Announces New Goal to Improve 

Water Quality in Minnesota 25 Percent by 2025

February 3, 2017

ò25 by ô25ó goal would engage local governments, 

businesses, farmers, scientists, and others in a new 

collaborative effort to restore and improve water 

quality across Minnesota

Without additional actions, water quality is only 

expected to improve 6 to 8 percent by 2034

MN Governor Mark Dayton





The confluence of  the St. Croix and Mississippi rivers south of  the Twin Cities
https://www.mprnews.org/story/2016/05/25/mpr_news_presents





Data Source:  USDA NASS
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Source: Keri Jacobs, C ooperatives 
economist, Iowa State University


